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The sociology of sport after Covid-19:
sport and health in a polarized world

Dominic Malcolm
Loughborough University
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Aims and Outline

* To examine the impact of Covid-19 on trends in sport, physical activity
and health

* Structure
* Sociological theories of epidemics and public health
* Covid-19 and physical activity
* Trends in health and physical activity
* The 2020 WHO guidelines for physical activity
* Why should sociologists of sport be concerned about these developments
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Covid-19 and context

* The recent history of epidemics
* SARs, Swine Flu, Ebola
* Viruses are anatomically distinct and invoke specific counter measures
* Epidemics vs pandemics

* Epidemics and the sociological imagination

* Consciousness: viewed historically we can see that social responses to
epidemics are patterned

« Craft: sociologists as destroyers of myths
* Commitment: sociology and social justice

& h 4

Sociological theories of epidemics and public
health

* Epidemic Psychology, Paul Strong (1990)
* Health epidemics create social conflict and social epidemics:
* Fear —what has caused this? Who can be trusted?
« Explanation — who is responsible, blamed, stigmatized?
* Action — need for an urgent response

* Public Health and Civilising Processes, Johan Goudsblom (1986)

The victims of illness tend to be socially ostracized

Links are frequently drawn between ill-health and a lack of cleanliness

Interventions are first driven by social concerns and scientific research subsequently provides evidence
(rather than vice-versa).

humans increasingly compelled to internally regulate their behaviour in more controlled, predictable,
and socially prescribed ways

10
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Physical Activity and Covid-19

* The elevation of the importance of exercise
* During lockdown is was permissible to leave the house for food, medication
or exercise
* Exercise: more is always better
* ‘Keeping the nation moving’
* #StayinWorkout
* The shame and stigma of physical inactivity
* ‘How to beat lockdown weight gain’
* 56% said ‘I feel guilty when | don’t exercise’
* Obesity increases the likelihood of hospitalization and death

& F 6

The changing meaning of health

* Crawford — ‘Healthism and the Medicalisation of Everyday Life’ (1980)
health is to be individually achieved — part of character, identity and citizenship
mastery of self vs moralistic victim blaming

increasingly ubiquitous due to: medical technological advances, the growth of medical and
epidemiological research, media exposure, health consumerism

‘Aggravates the very insecurities ... [it’s] designed to relieve’

* Lupton — The Imperative of Health (1995)
through the imperative of health citizens come to voluntarily compel themselves to live ‘healthy’ lives

inherent contradictions: medicalization-individual responsibility; unhealthy is normal; rational
consumers making irrational decisions;
empowering individuals by telling them how to behave

11
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Health, healthism and the changing role of
physical activity

* The body as visual ‘proof’ that we are ‘healthy’
* Fitness as a form of distinction and social status
* Healthism creates rather than alleviates anxieties
* ‘anever-to-be-reached horizon looming forever in the future’ (Bauman 2000)
* The body as visual proof of self control

« ‘the idea of a fit body, useful to subjects in their daily lives and an immediate signal of self-
control and adaptability, seems to have replaced the modest fatalistic hopes of health’
(Sassatelli 2000)

s h 8

Timeline of physical activity ®
Your Prescription -

health promotion for Heaith..

]

Fasiharc Devstogman
Ehvaugh Paacat Aty Spers

1988 - Australia’s Health

1996 - US Surgeon General’s first report on physical activity

2003 - WHO ‘Health & Development through Physical tlaticlaficlatich,
Activity and Sport’,
UN General Assembly ‘Resolution 58/5: Sport as a
Means to Promote, Health, Education and Peace’

—
sralid
Alﬁealth

2007 - Exercise is Medicine launched by AMA and ACSM

2012 —Physical Inactivity Pandemic: Global Action for Public
Health (The Lancet)

2020 - Exercise positioned alongside food, shelter
and medical care as an essential human need

AlH
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The WHO 2020 Physical Activity Guidelines

* Increase in quantity of activity
« From ‘at least 150 minutes’ to ‘at least 150-300 minutes’ per week
» Plus 2 or more moderate level strength exercises (including all major muscle groups) per week
» Some activity is better than no activity, and more is better than less activity
* More for children

* Expansion of who should be active

« Extended to all those 65 years or older, pregnant and postpartum women, and people living
with chronic conditions or disabilities

« Same (if not higher) recommendations than for the rest of the adult population
* Beyond physical activity

« Recommendations for the limitation of sedentary time

+ National guidelines for sleep

2k 10

Why should sociologists of sport be concerned
about these developments

* The evidence is weak (destroyer of myths)

* not clear what is effective: which activities should people undertake, at what
levels of intensity

* cost savings are not clear
* side-effects are disregarded or under-explored
* The recommendations cause harm to individuals
* Exercise behaviour
* The recommendations create social injustice
* Exercise for social distinction

13
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Why should sociologists of sport be
concerned about these developments

* The health narrative can reduce participation in sport
* Exercising for fun or for health?

* The health narrative can create unrealistic expectations for sport
* What are the health risks of physical activity

* Because there are no other dissenting voices
* Physical activity is unique as a public health target

12

Conclusion

* The social response to Covid-19
* mirrored historical responses to pandemics
* accelerated existing trends in relation to health

* The result is that the social pressures to be physically active have increased
in the post-Covid world

* Sociologists (of sport) have a key role to play
* ensuring the evidence is robust
* evaluating the intended and unintended consequences of policy

14
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What is ‘force majeure’?

« It excuses one or more parties from performance of a contract if certain events occur.

« The force majeure provision needs to be either a term that the parties agree to, or (in
some countries) national legislation which is incorporated into the contract as a matter
of law.

« In countries where it needs to be expressly incorporated into the contract by the
parties, and they decide what it means in their particular case. \

« It may allow termination of the contract altogether, or for the contract to be “\
suspended while the event continues, or for terms to be altered, or for deadlines to be
extended.

« Normally, a party cannot rely on it if it was not otherwise able to perform the contract.

& h 4

What could cause force majeure in
sport?

Closure of venues - whether as places of recreation or entertainment, or places of
work

Disruption of supply and distribution channels
Restrictions in the free movement of people, resulting in labour shortages

Cancellation, suspension or postponement of events, sometimes at short notice.

Events being held without spectators.

17
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Key principles

» The party seeking to establish it has to show:
> i) the event was genuinely unforeseen

i) the event made it impossible to perform the
promises they made

p- iii) the event was not their fault.

& F 6

Matsoukis v Priestman (1915, England)

Priestman’s Shipyard, Sunderland FC’s ground
Sunderland (later)

18
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One of these has not led to a case in
Taiwan, but which one?

s h 8

Force majeure and the Taiwan Civil
Code

Articles 225, 230 and 236: ‘by reason of a circumstance to which the
companies are not attributed’ and couldn’t have been avoided.

Other Civil Code provisions deal with force majeure in particular
situations, such as delivering goods or damage to materials provided
to a worker.

Other laws deal with it in relation to (for example) construction
contracts, aviation contracts, and travel companies.

But the courts have to decide if force majeure was established in the
particular circumstances.

19
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Force majeure and the Courts in Taiwan

» Supreme Court 1997: ‘the occurrence of events due to external
forces beyond the control of human power.’

» Supreme Court 2007: ‘... that is, no person can avoid getting into
the situation even when using the most rigorous attention.’

» High Court 2005: “...such as lightning, floods, typhoons and wars,
and does not include the occurrence of ordinary events.’

» High Court 2004: SARS had been designated an ‘infectious diseasc%’
by the government, so it was covered by the word ‘plague’ in the\
contract. Y

» District Courts 2020: COVID was a force majeure event, and the
travel bans were too.

2k 10

Force Majeure and Sports

» European Professional Club Rugby v RDA Television. The contract referred to
‘pandemics’ in its definition of force majeure. Playing rugby games without
crowds 6 months later was very different to what the contract envisaged, and
the clause covered this type of situation.

» FA Premier League v PPLive Sport Very similar circumstances but the force
majeure term did not say ‘pandemics’ and that made all the difference.

» Moroccan Football Association v CAF Ebloa did not make hosting an event
impossible so it couldn’t be force majeure. But the Court of Arbitration for
Sport was very sympathetic to Morocco’s position and reduced the penalties.

20
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Some possible force majeure events in
Taiwanese sports, yes or no?

» 1. While under repair, a jet owned by a baseball

club to fly international players home is partly-
submerged by torrential water from a typhoon.
The contract says the repairers are not liable ‘if
damage is due to an act of God or a force
majeure event.’

&k 12

Some possible force majeure events in
Taiwanese sports, yes or no?

> 2. Workers for a stadium construction company

have refused to work, saying the football stadium
owners have not taken proper steps to make the
stadium COVID-safe. As a result, there were not
enough people to do the work and the stadium
was not finished in time for the start of the new
season. The stadium owners say the construction
company is responsible. There is no force majeure
term in the contract.

21
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Some possible force majeure events in
Taiwanese sports, yes or no?

>

3. Residents near the National Stadium are not
happy with plans to make it bigger. Their protests
have delayed the project for over a year and they
have forced the owners to make important
changes to the design. The cost of the project has
doubled, and the company doing the work says
the owners of the stadium should be responsible
for those extra costs.

22
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Social Capital in
Physical Education and Sport

Dario Novak
Assistant Professor of Kinesiology
Department General and Applied Kinesiology
Faculty of Kinesiology University of Zagreb
FIEPS Europe President
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INTRODUCTION

IN THE CLASSROOM... IN THE FIELD...
Assistant Professor FIEPS Europe
University of Zagreb President
Ph.D. in Sports Science Croatian Kinesiology Association
University of Zagreb Executive Board Member
Postdoctoral Fellow Human Health & Performance
Columbia & Harvard Universities High performance sport consultant
Research Interests Coaching Athletes
Human health & performance ATP, WTA & NBA players
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WHO Commission on

the Social Determinants of Health (2008)

. @S DT v
Closing
Social determinants the gap
consist of the... Ina :
generation
conditions in which people are
born, grow, learn, work and

age.

i.e. factors “upstream” of the
individual.

& h 4

Upstream vs. Downstream
The social determinants of physical activity

I

Upstream

‘ Knowledge, Beliefs, Attitudes ‘

Downstream

|
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Upstream vs. Downstream
The social determinants of physical activity

Upstream

Downstream

!

Upstream vs. Downstream
The social determinants of physical activity

* Transport policy

* Urban planning

Upstream
Built environment .
Cities
‘ Knowledge, Beliefs, Attitudes ‘
Downstream

Individuals

!

26
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World obesity rankings (%)

USA
Australia
Netherlands

Japan

0 10 20 30 40

Percent
Source: WHO

Percent of daily commute to work
on public transport

US cities
Australian cities
European cities

Tokyo

0 20 40 60 80

Percent
Source: Kenworthy, 1997
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Shinjuku Train station, Tokyo

3.5 million passengers per day
= population of Croatia

2k 10
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Alewife Train Station, Boston

©Jeremiah Cox/SubwayNut.com

e

Copenhagen, Denmark

29



&k 13

Bike “lane”, Boston

2k 14

Amsterdam Train Station

30
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Alewife Train Station, Boston

2 h 16

No sidewalk !

31
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The London Underground UK

Social determinants of physical activity

Physical environment Social environment

- Built environment Social capital
- Walkability

32
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Definition: SOCial ca pita |

“Resources derived from membership in social networks.”

2 h 20

Three Mechanisms linking
Social Capital to Health

1. Social influence - behavioral regulation

33
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Social Influence in Marriage:

Marital Transitions & Health Behaviors

= Nurses’ Health Study:

Marital transitions over 4 years (1992-96) among 80,944 women
aged 46-71.

(Lee S et al. Int J Epidemiol 2005;34(1):69-78).

= Health Professionals Follow-up Study

Marital transitions over two 4-year follow-up periods (1986-90;
1990-94) among 38,865 men aged 40-75.

(Eng P et al. J Epidemiol Comm Health 2005;59:56-62.)

Marital Transitions and Changes in Fresh
Vegetable Consumption (servings per week)

3

0 ' E Women
1 4 O Men

Became Became

Divorced Widowed Remarried

34



&b 23

2 h 24

Marital Transitions and Changes in Drinking
Behavior (servings of alcohol per week)

0.6

0.4

0.2

0

O Women

-0.2

-0.4 A

' O Men

Became
Divorced

Became Remarried
Widowed

Marital Transitions and Changes in Physical
Activity (MET-hours per week)

15

1 4
0.5

*

m

0
-0.5

O Women

-1

O Men

-1.5

*

Became
Divorced

Became Remarried
Widowed

35




& h 25

2 h 26

Three Mechanisms linking
Social Capital to Health

1. Social influence/behavioral regulation
2. Social engagement/participation

a

OPEN & ACCESS Freely available online @ PLOS | ONE

Participation in Sports Organizations and the Prevention
of Functional Disability in Older Japanese: The AGES
Cohort Study

Satoru Kanamori'*, Yuko Kai?, Katsunori Kondo®, Hiroshi Hirai®, Yukinobu Ichida®, Kayo Suzuki®,
Ichiro Kawachi®

/

¢ 12,951 subjects, aged 265 yrs, free of disability at baseline, followed for 4
years.

* Incident functional disability based on medical diagnosis.

¢ During 4-yr follow-up, 1,009 died, and 1,528 developed incident disability.

36
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Which is more important for prevention of disability — is it the regular
exercise or the social participation?

2 h 28

Exercise vs. Participation in Sports Organization

_ Participated in Sports Organization

YES NO
Physically active

Sedentary

37
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_ Participated in Sports Organization

YES NO

Physically active Active participant
(1,888)

Sedentary

2 h 30

_ Participated in Sports Organization

YES NO
Physically active Active participant
(1,888)
Sedentary Sedentary
(6,698)

38
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_ Participated in Sports Organization

YES NO

Physically active Lone exerciser
(2,548)

Sedentary

&2 h 32

_ Participated in Sports Organization

YES NO
Physically active
Sedentary Passive participant
(447)

39
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Adjusted hazard ratios of incident functional disability
during 4 yr follow-up

Active participant 1,888 1.00
Sedentary 6,698 1.65(1.33-2.04)

*Adjusted for age, sex, income, education, occupation, marital status, smoking,
alcohol drinking, baseline depression & medical conditions.

Kanamori et al. 2013, Table 5.

Adjusted hazard ratios of incident functional disability
during 4 yr follow-up

T e oo

Active participant 1,888 1.00
Sedentary 6,698 1.65(1.33-2.04)
Lone exerciser 2,548 1.29(1.02 - 1.64)

Passive participant

Kanamori et al. 2013, Table 5.
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2 F 36

T e %)

Sedentary 6,698 1.65 (1.33-2.04)
Passive participant 447 1.16 (0.76 — 1.77)

Kanamori et al. 2013, Table 5.

41
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Social support and physical activity

* Successful behavior change is often contingent on the social
support of others.

* There are collateral effects of social connectedness on health
behavior.

Halo Effect for Bariatric Surgery

Collateral Weight Loss in Patients’ Family Members

Gavitt A. Woodard, MD; Betsy Encarnacion, MD; Joe Peraza, MD; Tina Hernandez-Boussard, PhD, MPH;
John Morton, MD, MPH

\ Archives of Surgery 2011;146(10): 1185-1190.

/ ORIGINAL ARTICLE \

/

* 35 patients (average BMI 48.7) who underwent Roux-en-Y gastric bypass
surgery.

* Health of patients, as well as 35 adult family members and 15 children
assessed pre-operatively and 1-year post-op.

42
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Collateral health effects

T e

Group Before surgery 1 year after surgery P Value
Patients 48.7 333 <.001

Adult family member
Obese
Non-obese
Children
Obese
Non-obese

Collateral health effects

T e

Group Before surgery 1 year after surgery P Value
Patients 48.7 333 <.001

Adult family member

Obese 38.0 36.3 .01

Non-obese 26.3 25.8 .94
Children

Obese 30.3 29.6 0.98

Non-obese 18.3 19.8 0.42

43
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30
O Hours of TV before surgery
B Hours of TV after surgery
259 O METs before surgery
W METS after surgery
20-
2
g
< 15
=
&
B 104
ES
54

Patients Adult Family Children

Figure. Mean daily hours of watching television and daily expenditures of
metabolic equivalent tasks (METs), before and 1 year after gastric bypass
surgery in the patients. The whiskers indicate SD.
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30+
O Hours of TV before surgery
W Hours of TV after surgery
259 | g METs before surgery
W METS after surgery
204
@
b=
% 15
b=l
£
B 104
ES
54
Patients Adult Family Children

Figure. Mean daily hours of watching television and daily expenditures of
metabolic equivalent tasks (METs), before and 1 year after gastric bypass
surgery in the patients. The whiskers indicate SD.
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Figure. Mean daily hours of watching television and daily expenditures of
metabolic equivalent tasks (METs), before and 1 year after gastric bypass
surgery in the patients. The whiskers indicate SD.
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SOCIAL CAPITALAND
SPORT 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia
Croatia - 2nd place

The literature on sport and social
capital is scarce and discussions are
fragmented.

There are disagreements about the:

- definition of social capital,

- the role of sport in contributing to
social capital,

- and the forms of social capital
that may be generated in the
sphere of sport.

Research on social capital supports the
notion that sport can enhance social
capital as well as erode it.
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What is the secret to Croatia's success
at this World Cup?

"We had a special cohesion £ trust! We had this special bond £
cooperation. We had this toaetherness £ support, this unique unity.
| know that this sounds super obvious and boring bui this statement
above is really true. That's why succeeded !

lvan Rakitic to the Croatian reporters

(FC Barcelona midfielder)

2 h 46

cohesion

b on d cooperation

trust
@l

m

togetherness [ ot support

unity reciprocity
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"\ can't teach these players football. But
what | can create is cohesion, trust and a
sense of belonaing”

2 f 48

SC theory - interpersonal trust,
cooperation, reciprocity and exchange

support may facilitate the action of
group members.

The rural school community center” (Lyde fanifan, ML)
The forms of capital” (Prerre Bourdieu, 1483

Jammes 5. Coleman, 199,

Bowling alone: The collapse and revival of american community” (Robert 0. Putham, 2000

¥,
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METHODS

Total 97¢ university school students aged 18-22 years

 EXPERIMENTAL

= CONTROL

“International physical activity questionnaire” (Craig et al. 2003)

“Social Capital Questionnaire” (Morrow, 1999; Putnam, 2000;
Furuta et al. 2012; Novak, Suzuki, Kawachi, 20IS)

“Prychological distress - K& scale” (Green i sur., 2010; Kessler ef al, 2010;
Novak, Kawachi, 20151,

RESERRCH PLRAN

8 weeks

Physical Education lessons (2x45 min/week)

Experimental group (encouraged to cooperate and interact
with each other)

Control aroup (regular PE lessons)
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Video

SOCIAL CAPITAL
INTERVENTION
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Baseline vs Final

Baseline
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Control vs Experimental Group

Control group
(before ¢ after)

Experimental Group
(before ¢ after)

Tennis SC reseach

Social capital predictors
were significant predictors
of sporting success.

Association between social
capital indicators and sport

success in young tennis
players.
Sports performance was

higher with a higher degree
of family and sports team
social capital among girls.

. social sciences MoP1)

Arie
Connection between Social Capital and Sport Success
of Young Tennis Players

Darlo Novak 14+, Filip Svalina ** and Eva Andela Delale

Mot § Orabee A3 Accepied 10 Noversbes 213 Pblahod: 1 Novwmber 323 e

50




&R 55

Video Real Madrid & Luka Modric

2 F 56

Conclusions

1. Optimal health is shaped not just by the personal choices we make.

2. Our health —and our behaviors — are also patterned & constrained
by our “upstream” environment.

3. Utilizing social capital to change the behavior of the group may be
just as effective as trying to change people individually.
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Grassroots Development at Crossroad:
Coaching Profession & Grassroots Football in the Post-COVID Hong Kong

Lawrence Ka-ki Ho
Assistant Professor
Department of Social Sciences, The Education University of Hong Kong

Andy Chiu
Post-doctoral Fellow
Academy of Hong Kong Studies, The Education University of Hong Kong

Kin-man Wan
Post-doctoral Fellow
Department of Public & International Affairs, City University of Hong Kong

Grassroots football is regarded as an integral part of football development strategies
as recommended by FIFA in its ‘Football for All' blueprint and most members also
highly regarded its promotion to expand the football population in their places.
Paradoxically attention to the frontline coaches of the grassroots youth programs is
incomparable with the professional elitist football and studies in the context of
developing countries are not prevalent. This article looks at the case of Hong Kong,
which has a big football population but is relatively weak in professional competitions.
We studied the grassroots football coaches and trainers from different generations and
advancing from different exposure do not share similar missions and have their
individual strategies to nurture their squads. There is an obvious gap, and even
conflicting perspectives among the frontline coaches working in the grassroots
programs, not to mention the hardships they experienced during the lockdown and
strict measures under COVID-19. It is not possible for all coaches without the
personality and leadership style in football management. However, how could we
understand the divergent visions among the grassroots trainers in promoting the
football among the kids under the blueprint of football popularization and groom of elite
players in professional leagues?

Keywords: Grassroots football, Coach, Profession, Hong Kong, COVID-19
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Should humans continue refereeing? The introduction and development of semi-auto
offside technology in World Cup Qatar 2022

Chen Hsin-Chuan
Bachelor Program of International Sport Affairs, National Taiwan University,
Yang Yuh-Long
Department of Athletic, National Taiwan University.

Introduction: The article discusses how technology intervenes in the sports refereeing area.
The video assistant referee (VAR) for association football was introduced in World Cup
Russia 2018 as the first technology involved in the most significant mega events in football
history. After the success of the World Cup in Russia, the usage of VAR was extensively
spread to the major football leagues in Europe, Northern America and various Asian
countries. After that, a new Semi-Auto Offside Technology (SAOT) was introduced and
tested in the FIFA Arab Cup 2022, aiming to help match officials judge offside offences more
correctly and with clear evidence while making tight decisions. The triumph of the result and
the excellent feedback from the referees encouraged FIFA to officially use the new
technology in the 2022 World Cup Qatar. Method: Through the context analysis, semi-
structured interviews and the ethnography record from the author, the article analyses the
current try outs of the semi-auto offside technology. The article also discusses the potential
issues and future developments after the following World Cup. Result: The article identifies
three aspects of the discussions: 'the financial dilemma’, 'the involvement of the technology in
human games' and 'the transition period of the new era'. Firstly, although the semi-auto
offside can significantly help the referee review difficult incidents, the cost of the
comprehensive VAR plus semi-auto technology became a dilemma that only a few single
member associations could burden but FIFA itself. Secondly, the deeper the involvement of
technology in human games, the more risk humans could face of being removed from sports
refereeing, which leads to further debates related to sports ethics issues. Thirdly, the current
semi-auto offside technology could be seen as a transition format. The automatic offside will
likely be introduced shortly in the future. Conclusion: The invention of the semi-auto offside
technology could be seen as the most extraordinary development of football refereeing since
the introduction of the VAR. From the point of view of sports ethics and match officials, this
cross-era improvement somehow intimates the elimination of natural human referees from the
field of play. The debate of how deep technology should involve human games could remain
debatable between conservatism and progressivism in the following decades.

Keywords: video assistant referee, offside, football referee, sports ethics
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Impacts of Basketball Professionalization on Roles of Staff
Interpreters in P.LEAGUE+ in Taiwan

Jenny Yun-Chen Chang
Graduate Program in Translation and Interpretation
College of Liberal Arts
National Taiwan University

Basketball leagues in Taiwan have been recruiting foreign coaches to Taiwan as elite
international talents, and foreign players have come to Taiwan to play since 2006. The
cultural differences and language barriers these coaches and players face have facilitated
basketball teams to hire interpreters to assist their foreign coaches and players. However,
only few past interpreting studies have investigated the work of team interpreters in
professional basketball leagues. The present study explores the impacts of basketball
professionalization on the roles of staff interpreters by examining the actual practice of
teams from professional (P.LEAGUE+) and semi-professional (Super Basketball League)
leagues and interviewing local and foreign coaches, players and interpreters. Field
observation was conducted during actual practices and games, recordings of the
interpreted dialogues were collected during the process, and 17 semi-structured
interviews were also held. The researcher aimed to investigate the interpreters’ roles at
professional and semi-professional teams and how basketball team players, coaches, team
executives and the interpreters themselves each perceive the interpreter at professional
and semi-professional teams. Results show that team interpreters at professional
basketball leagues play the roles of assistant coach, coach’s right-hand man, conflict
mediator/emotion filter and cram school teacher. Generally speaking, team interpreters at
professional and semi-professional leagues share similar job responsibilities, but because
of the ecosystem and working modes of professionalization, team interpreters at
professional leagues serve less as personal assistants than that of at semi-professional
leagues. However, in order to improve the working environment of team interpreters,
basketball interpreting skill training is recommended, and it would be better to
standardize the interpreters’ position on the teams as other required positions at

professional leagues.

Keyword: sports interpreting, dialogue interpreting, basketball, in-house interpreting,

sports team interpreter
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Macro-structural factors shaping the global transfer network for
professional football players

Thijs A. Velema, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, National Taipei University
Chiou Jia Sheng, Undergraduate Student, Department of Sociology, National Taipei

University

How are the global migration flows of male professional football players structured? Three
theories to explain patterns in global migration flows have been put forward by sociologists.
Migration flows are theorized to be structured either by cultural-linguistic similarities
between countries, by global value-added chains taking advantage of the economic and
sporting differentials between countries, or by geographical distances and shared borders
between countries. However, so far, sport sociologists base their theories not on analyses of
the migration flows of players, but rather on inferences from examining stocks of players in a
limited number of countries. As a result, whether these theories provide an accurate depiction
of the structural factors shaping football’s global migration system remains an open question.
Answering this question matters, because it would give sport sociologists a more precise
conceptualization of the macro-level factors that shape the micro-level migration decisions of
individual football players.

In this study, we examine the global transfer network consisting of the international migration
flows of male football players between 1700 professional clubs worldwide with exponential
random graph models, a statistical technique developed for analyzing how node, dyad, and
structural characteristics interact to shape the formation of network relations. Our analysis
demonstrates how between-country migration flows are not so much structured by socio-
cultural similarities between countries nor by global value-added chains constructing
structural hierarchies among countries, but rather by geographical distances and shared
borders between countries. This means that because the capabilities of clubs to scout
worldwide are limited, geographical distances are a key factor underpinning the macro-level

structure shaping the migration decisions of individual players.
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